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and thoracic portions of the vagus. Irritation, however, of the splanch¬ 
nic nerves in the thoracic cavity, above and below the diaphragm, showed 
that both the centrifugal and centripetal fibres are contained exclusively 
in the N. splanchnicus major sinister; the irritation of the peripheral 
end of which caused an enduring and considerable contraction of the 
spleen, while that of its central end only produced pain. Experiments 
on the corresponding nerve of the right side and on the lesser splanchnic 
nerve were without effect. 

Direct electrical irritation of the left anterior spinal roots with a weak 
induced current, showed that contractions could be induced, between the 
third and tenth thoracic vertebra; but irritation of other anterior roots, 
above as well as below, gave on the left side, only negative results. It in¬ 
dicated also that the centrifugal splenic nerve fibres left the cord by sev¬ 
eral roots, since irritation of only one caused but a slight contraction. 

The Strcctorb op the Medullary Nerve Sheath — J. McCarthy, 
(Quarterly Journal of Micr. Science, 1875,372, noticed in Centralbl. f. d. Med. 
Wiseensch.,) calls attention to a peculiar appearance of the medullary 
sheaths of nerve fibres, when treated with simple chromate of ammonia. 
It seems to be made up of little rods lying in a direction perpendicular to 
the axis of the fibre, and giving an appearance somewhat like that of 
striped muscular fibre. This must not be confounded with the striated 
appearance of the axis cylinder described by Frommann, Grandry, and 
others. The author calls attention, also, to the fact that. Lautermann 
(Centralbl. 1874, 700) had likewise noted a striated appearance of the 
medullary sheath, after treatment with osmic acid. 

The Structure ok the Spinal Ganglia. —Holl, Sitzungeb. d. k. Akad. 
d. Wiseentch. Wien. 1870. (Abst. in Revue dee Sci. Mediealet.) The 
author seeks to solve the questions as to what is the structure of the pos¬ 
terior spinal ganglia; whether the same number of fibres enter and leave 
them, each cell being simply interposed on the track of a nerve; or 
whether the ganglion gives rise to new fibres. He chose the method of 
conuting the fibres above and below the ganglion, to answer these 
queries, the same as that already employed by R. Wagner, who favored 
the view that the cells were bipolar. Hall found that there was no not¬ 
able increase in fibres, after leaving the ganglion; the slight, apparent in¬ 
crease, he concludes to be an error in counting, and that no new fibres 
arise 


The Nucleus ok the Facial Nerve. —At the session of the Soc. de 
Biologie, July 1, (rep. in Le Progret Medical,) M. Duval gave a short sum¬ 
mary of his researches on the disposition of the facial in the medulla. 
To reach its double nucleus, this nerve follows a very complex route, re¬ 
sembling in its windings that followed by the aqueduct of Sylvius. The 
first of these nuclei, theysnoii of the facial, is common to it and the motor 
oculi externus. The second, the true nucleus of the nerve, situated under 
the superficial layers of the circular fibres, is placed near the superior 
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olive of Lockhart Clarke. For the rest, M. Duval’s description is very 
nearly that of Meynert, except that for the facial, as well as for the hypo¬ 
glossal, he does not believe in the existence of direct radicular fibres. 

Rapidity ok Tactile Sensations— At the session of the French Acad, 
of Sciences, June 5, (rep. in La France Mrdicale) M. Claude Bernard pre¬ 
sented a communication by M. L. Lalanne, of which the following abstract 
gives the principal points. 

Let us suppose that we give to a flexible body, contact with which is 
not of a kind to injure the skin, a rapidly rotating motion around the arm, 
or leg, immovably fixed. Now, if the contact at each point is made 
within a sufficiently short time, shorter than the duration of the impres¬ 
sion produced, then by analogy with the visual sense, we might expect 
there would be a continuous sensation of contact over the whole tract 
touched. ML Lalanne followed up this induction, and found it suffi¬ 
ciently correct for his purposes. The results of his experiments, thirty- 
three in number, are summed up in the following conclusions: 

1. A continuous sensation is never felt with less than ten revolutions 
per second. The duration of the sensation produced is therefore not over 
one-tenth of a second, and in some cases it is less. 

2. The shortest duration observed was from one twenty-fourth to one 
twenty.fifth of a second. 

3. This minimum of duration varies in different individuals, and in 
different parts of the body. 

Tiie Sensibility op the Dura Mater.— At the session of the Soc. de 
Biologic, June 17, (rep. in Le Progrrt Medical,) M. Bochefontaine gave the 
results of experiments on the sensibility of the dura mater in animals 
amesthetized, or curarized. When we seize the dura mater with a pin¬ 
cette, we see movements produced, sometimes in the face, sometimes in 
the members. In the limbs they are generally, and sometimes exclusively, 
on the same side as that of the irritated portion of the membrane. These 
phenomena should undoubtedly be considered as reflex. 

M. Lcpine, in repealing the experiments of M. Brown-8equnrd on tliecau- 
terization of the meninges, had arrived at analogous results; but instead of 
referring them like M. Brown Seqtmrd, to a direct action, he was of the same 
opinion as M. Bochefontaine, and included them among the reflexes. 

The Nerve Terminations in the Electric Apparatus of the Tob- 
peda —The following is the substance of a recent communication to the 
Acad, des Sciences at Paris, by M. (fit. Kouget, as reported in T'Union 
Medicale. 

“ At the session of the 20th of last December, M. Claude Bernard pre¬ 
sented a note of M. ltanvier, according to which the terminal plexus de¬ 
scribed and figured by Kielliker, by M. Schultze, and by Boll,does not ex¬ 
ist; the termination of the nerves in the nervous portion of the electric 
plate is found by a series of branches ending in button-like enlargements, 
as has been shown before by Ucmuk; a fine and regular granulation de¬ 
scribed by Remak and B ill, covers both branches and enlargements. 



